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Based on her book Railroads and the Transformation of China, Prof. Köll discuss-

es the development of railroads as business and administrative institutions in China 

from the late nineteenth century to the reform period of the post-Mao years. Having 

explored the role of railroads as institutions with social, economic, cultural, and polit-

ical functions, she discusses how railroads affected China’s development throughout 

the twentieth century, and how this trajectory left an imprint on the railroad itself as a 

bureaucratic and economic system.   
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